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The public outcry in Australia around abuse of power and 
discrimination against women around the country is on the 
rise.1
the realization of rights and access to opportunities for girls 
and women in Australia. The unequal status of women and girls 
in Australia is underlined by structural and systemic gendered 
inequalities.2

- 1 in 3 women in Australia has experienced violence since the 
age of 15.

- 1 in 3 women has been sexually harassed since the age of 15.
- Women are more likely to live below the poverty line, and are 

paid less than men.
- On average, women retire with approximately half the level of 

retirement savings of men.
- Women spend twice as much time on unpaid work as men.3

Femicide
- A sharp rise in the number of women allegedly killed by men 

has caused concerns among Australian citizens.
- At least ten women have been killed in January alone
- There were 61 women killed by family and domestic violence 

- The Australian Femicide Watch’s database has registered 55 
deaths of women and children this year, including 11 in the 
three weeks of December.4

1.https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/australia-must-walk-talk-women-s-rights-
globally-home
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4.https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/dec/24/horrific-decade-high-number-of-
women-killed-in-december-demands-serious-investment-in-prevention
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Discrimination, Inequality & Widespread 

Violence Against Women in Australia

- According to the research foundation Destroy the Joint, 43 
women were murdered in 2022.1

- According to the 2022 report, in 2019-20, there were 45 
intimate partner homicides; 36 of these were female victims 
(80%). This averages to approximately one woman being 
killed by an intimate partner every ten days (AIC NHMP, 
2022).

- Australia’s National Research Organisation for Women’s 
Safety (ANROWS) examined the trajectory towards homicide 
in 200 cases in which men killed their intimate partners 
between 2007 and 2018.

- Intimate partner homicide is the most common form of 
homicide in Australia and accounted for 21% of all homicides 
in 2018–19, and 62% of all domestic homicides.

- There have been an average of 68 such killings a year since 
1989-90, most perpetrated by a male offender against a 
female partner.

Domestic Violence
- At the moment, around nine in 10 women who experience 

sexual assault never contact the police.2

- According to the 2019 Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare report (AIHW, 2019), in 2016-17 Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander women aged 15 and over were 34 
times as likely to be hospitalized for family violence as non-

higher for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women living 
in remote areas.3

- Women with disabilities experience higher rates of intimate 
1. https://www.mamamia.com.au/violence-against-women-2022/
2.https://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/media/media-releases/ending-violence-against-women-
and-children
3.https://uncovered.org.au/room-improvement-australian-medias-reporting-violence-
against-women
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partner violence, sexual violence, and emotional abuse 
than women without disabilities. Women and children with 
disability also experience violence outside of a family setting 
or intimate partner relationship.1

- One in three women has experienced physical violence since 

- On average, a woman is killed by an intimate partner every 
ten days. Rates of violence are even higher for certain groups, 
such as Aboriginal women.

- A woman is also more likely to experience violence at 
particular life stages, such as pregnancy or separation.

- In 2021, girls aged 10 to 17 made up 42% of female sexual 
assault victims.2

Sexual Assualt
New data released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics in 2020 

shows the number of sexual assaults reported around Australia 
has risen to an all-time high.

- In 2021, more than 31,000 people were recorded as victims 
of sexual assault, 13% up from the previous year.

- T
of age at the date of the incident.

- 87% of people that experience sexual assault do not ever 

- 37% of such incidents have happened in the home in the 
context of interpersonal relationships.3

Using data from the Personal Safety Survey, the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics announced the following about sexual violence in the 
State of Queensland:
1. https://plan4womenssafety.dss.gov.au/resources/useful-statistics/
2.https://catholicleader.com.au/news/australia-plans-to-end-violence-against-women-and-
children-within-a-generation/
3.https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-07-29/sexual-assaults-australia-record-high/101281802
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Discrimination, Inequality & Widespread 

Violence Against Women in Australia

In 2019:

- There were 4,859 recorded victims of sexual assault, 
increasing for the eighth year in a row;

- Almost a quarter (23%) were aged between 15 and 19 years;
- Over two-thirds (70%) occurred at a residential location;
- The majority (73%) knew the offender;
- More than a third (34%) were recorded as Family Domestic 

Violence-related;
- Most (91%) did not involve the use of a weapon;
- It is estimated that 75% of sexual assaults are never reported. 

Therefore, these statistics are likely to be much higher.1

In 2018:

- 85% of all victims of sexual offenses were female;
- 72% of victims knew the perpetrator;
- 68% of reported sexual assaults occurred in residential 

locations, often the victim’s home.2

Women in Prisons
The female prison population in Australia is snowballing. 

The future of imprisoned women and their children looks 
pretty vulnerable. The incarcerated women have experienced 
disproportionately high rates of mental health problems, drug and 
alcohol addiction, and homelessness.3

- In June 2022, women comprised 7% of Australia’s overall 
prison population (3,008 women);

1.https://qsan.org.au/key-facts/#:~:text=1%20in%205%20women%20have,since%20
the%20age%20of%2015.
2.https://www.justice.qld.gov.au/about-us/services/women-violence-prevention/violence-
prevention/sexual-violence-prevention/sexual-violence-statistics
3.https://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/life-and-relationships/inside-a-women-s-prison-i-ve-
seen-things-no-human-should-ever-have-to-see-20220927-p5blej.html
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- The former Deputy Director of the Gender and Family 
Violence Prevention Centre revealed that female prisoners 
are the fastest-growing prison population in Australia.

- Between 2009 and 2019, Australia’s population of female 
prisoners increased by 64%, with a disproportionate 
number, in terms of population, of Indigenous women and 
women experiencing unemployment, homelessness, and 
mental illness.

- Approximately 98& of incarcerated women have histories of 
victimization and trauma, and close to 85% have been the 
victims of violence.

- Between 40 and 73% of female prisoners have acquired brain 
injuries.

- For nearly all deaths of Indigenous women in domestic and 
family violence cases, the murdered woman is listed as both 
aggrieved and respondent in domestic violence orders.

- Indigenous women are most likely to be convicted for acts 
intended to cause injury, whereas non-Indigenous women 
are more likely to be convicted of drug offenses.

- 80% of women in prison are mothers. 
- One-third of Australia’s female prison population are 

Indigenous women. And as pointed out in another report, 
Indigenous women in Australia are imprisoned at more 
than 20 times the rate of non-Indigenous women.

- Further, given the high proportion of Indigenous women 
in prison who have children, there is a prospect of 
intergenerational trauma for their kids.1

- In 2018, 40% of women in prison had been convicted of 
or were awaiting sentencing for a violent offense, with 
Aboriginal women over-represented in these statistics.

1.https://lsj.com.au/articles/women-in-prison/#:~:text=In%20June%202022%2C%20
women%20comprised,of%20them%20imprisoned%20in%20NSW).
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Discrimination, Inequality & Widespread 

Violence Against Women in Australia

- The Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 
report reveals that more than 430 Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people have died in custody since 1991.1

Poverty Among Women
- A 2022 Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre report shows 

that nearly one million Australians live in severe poverty – a 
situation much more pronounced for women than men.2 The 
report reveals a clear gender gap in poverty in Australia. It is 
more pronounced for young women and women approaching 
retirement.3

- Single women aged over 55 who live in private rental 

with two-thirds of these women experiencing income 
poverty.

across their lifetimes, resulting in a reverse-wealth trajectory. 
The assaults are so deeply entrenched that more than a third 
of single women will live in poverty by the age of 60.

- Australian women’s ranking on the Global Gender Gap Index 
went into freefall in 2021, dropping from 44 to 50 (behind 
Zimbabwe and Montenegro).4

- For every $1 of the tax cut that women get, men get $2. A 
gendered analysis shows women will receive about half the 

a man to be $1430, while for a woman, it is at $730.

1. https://www.statista.com/statistics/909604/australia-indigenous-deaths-in-custody/
2. The report also reveals that over 750,000 children live in families below the income poverty 
line, while over 190,000 children are currently experiencing severe poverty.
3.https://womensagenda.com.au/latest/nearly-1-million-australians-are-living-in-severe-
poverty-with-women-most-affected/
4.https://lens.monash.edu/@medicine-health/2022/04/06/1384563/womens-reverse-
wealth-trajectory-leads-to-poverty-in-older-age
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particularly where disability is present.
- The wealth of women is still very much dependent on their 

partner’s income. Single status in older women is synonymous 

- The impact of divorce on men generally causes short-term 
interruption to well-being, while women chronically spiral 
into disproportionate household income losses and increased 
risk of poverty, homelessness, and single parenting.

- On average, women retire with about one-third less 
superannuation than men, with the gap being anywhere 
between %22 and %35.

- Women are over-represented in high levels of psychological 
distress (63%), and are more likely to live in poverty (%20, 
rising to %33 at age 60).1

- Women retire at 24% less than their male counterparts.
- 34% of single Australian women over 60 live in income 

poverty.
- 59% of those having access to homeless services are women.
- Older women are more at risk of poverty and more vulnerable 

to homelessness during retirement.

Jobs & Wages
- Australian women form 67% of part-time workers and earn 

14.1% less than men.
- While women comprise nearly 50% of the workforce, only a 

third occupy key management positions across all industries. 

1.https://lens.monash.edu/@medicine-health/2022/04/06/1384563/womens-reverse-
wealth-trajectory-leads-to-poverty-in-older-age

9



Discrimination, Inequality & Widespread 

Violence Against Women in Australia

Even fewer women are represented as CEOs and chairs of 
boards (18% and 15%, respectively).1

- The national gender pay gap is 14.1%. On average, women 
working full-time earned $1,609.00, while men working full-
time earned $1,872.90. Full-time average weekly earnings 
difference between women and men is $263.90.

- The average full-time wage of women is 13.4% lower than 
that of men.2

- Women are also 14% less likely to be employed than men.
- Women are 32% less likely to work full-time than men.
- Only six in 10 women were re-employed six months after 

losing their job, compared to seven in 10 men.3

- Women in Australia earn $255.30 less per week than men.
- The gender wage gap for full-time work in all industries is 

20.8%, meaning women earn about $0.79 of every $1.00 
men do.4

Homelessness of Women
Access to housing in Australia is shaped by gender. Women’s 

experiences of economic inequality, including but not limited to 
the over-representation of women in key poverty indicators and 
the gender wealth, income, and retirement gaps, combine with 
an increasingly unaffordable housing market to undermine the 
position of women in housing systems.5

- The greatest driver of homelessness among women is 
domestic and family violence. Each year, 39,000 women 

1.https://www.broadagenda.com.au/2022/unpacking-the-cumulative-inequality-of-
australian-women/
2. https://www.wgea.gov.au/newsroom/new-national-gender-pay-gap
3. https://fbe.unimelb.edu.au/newsroom/why-do-women-get-paid-less-than-men
4. https://www.catalyst.org/research/women-workforce-australia-quick-take/
5. https://www.equalityrightsalliance.org.au/who-we-are/gender-equality-in-australia/

10



and children present to homelessness services across 
Australia. 7,690 of them return to violence because they 

1

- 49,000 women in Australia face homelessness every night.
- Women make up 52% of the 886 200 people on low incomes 

in rental stress (paying more than 30% of their income on 
rent).

- 38% of people approaching Specialist Homelessness Services 
do so as a result of domestic and family violence. And 92% of 
this group are women and children.

- A 2021 report by Equity Economics showed 41% of people 
using homelessness services also sought help for domestic 
and family violence, a 5.9% increase compared to 2020.2

- A report commissioned by Per Capita, an Australian think 
tank, estimates that more than 15,000 older women will be 
homeless until 2031.

- About 13,300 women visiting support centers in Australia 
were aged 55 or over (8% of all female visitors).3

- Some research centers have claimed that women probably 
make up over 50% of the homeless population in Australia.

- A report from the Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare reveals that women are the majority of social housing 
tenants and the greatest users of specialist homelessness 
services.

- Older women are the fastest-growing group of homeless 
people in Australia, and 9,000 women become homeless 
every year after escaping family violence.4

1. https://www.nowtolove.com.au/news/real-life/homeless-women-australia-73264
2.https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/thousands-of-women-face-homelessness-every-
night-a-new-campaign-hopes-to-tackle-the-issue/qissokllb
3.https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-welfare/homelessness-and-homelessness-
services
4. https://canberraweekly.com.au/more-women-experiencing-homelessness-in-australia/

11
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Violence Against Women in Australia

- Women with disabilities face additional barriers to 
accessing suitable, safe, and affordable housing, including 
discrimination in the private rental market and the 

accommodation.
- Indigenous women are 2.2 times more likely than non-

Indigenous women to experience homelessness at some 
point in their lives.
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